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DUCK HrJNiERS TO ASSIST WILDLIFE RESEARCHERS 

Mississippi and Central Flyway duck hunters will be directly involved as the 

source of technical data in a special waterfowl research s?ojectthis fall, the 

Department of the Interior has announced. A nine-day experimental teal hunting 

season, designed to throw some light on the early migrating blue-winged teal, is 

planned for September 1965. Participating hunters will be asked to provide most 

of the information needed. 

The special early season, recently announced by the Department, will be timed 

to coincide with the fall migration of blue-winged teal, a small, speedy duck that 

normally migrates prior to the regular waterfowl hunting season. 

Since hunting pressure on blue-wings in the later regular seasons has been 
relatively light, Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife has set up 
the special season to find out more about these. birds and, at the same time, pro- 
vide additional duck hunting for American sportsmen. 

Hunters will be required to have a special permit, issued at no charge by 
their State game and fish department, before participating in the special season. 
This permit is the key to the success of the project. Duplicates will be sent to 
the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife to provide a count of hunters who are 
interested in an early teal season. More important still, the permits will provide 
addresses from which will be selected hunters for a duck wing survey and a hunter 
questionnaire. 

'Y:Jings collected by hunters and sent to the Bureau will be used to determine 
the age, sex, and species of ducks killed during the special season. The quest- 
ionnaire will show such things as hunter interest, participation, and success. 
Approximately 800 teal permit holders in each participating State will receive 
packets of envelopes for the wing collection survey and about 1,000 others in each 
State will receive the hunter questionnaires. 



Federal and cooperative banding of blue-winged teal will be stepped up 
during the summer to get more data on migration and natural mortality for these 
birds. Banding also can show the effect of hunting on the blue-wing population. 
This is done by comparing the number of bands returned by hunters with the total 
number of birds banded. It will also show how the hunter's take varies according 
to age and sex of the birds. 

Basically, the regulations will permit each of the 24 States in the 
Mississippi and Central Flyways to select a nine-day season between September 
l-30, 1965. The bag limit will be four birds per day and eight in possession. 
These limits can include blue-winged, green-winged and cinnamon teal, singly or 
in the aggregate, Shooting hours will be from sunrise to sunset. 

Besides the teal permit, hunters must also have a valid State hunting 
license when required by the State, and, if 16 or older, a 1965 Duck Stamp. 

The kill of green-winged and cinnamon teal is expected to be small because 
green-wings are late migrants and cinnamon teal are uncommon in the Central and 
Mississippi Flyways. 

Mississippi Flyway States are Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, 
and Wisconsin. 

The Central Flyway includes Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Texas, and those portions of Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming 
lying east of the Continental Divide. 

Unless summer population surveys show a pronounced decline in bird numbers, 
the special teal season will be conducted for three years, Statistics collected 
for the three seasons will be used to decide whether an early teal season could 
become a regular part of the waterfowl management program. 
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